PRELUDE IN THE FIRST PERSON SINGULAR
and cossetted and made much of. They should be
loved, and applauded, and encouraged to multiply.
But instead of this they are handicapped by mean and
ineffectual legislation, their harbours are allowed to
fall into ruin, their shameful poverty is driving them
off the sea. In many parts of Scotland the inshore
fishing is dead. Elsewhere it is dying. And the drifters
have scarcely so good a title to that name as their
elected legislators. Yet fishermen, in time of war,
become mine-sweepers and necessarily reinforce the
Royal Navy, whose honour, if not an anchor as well,
is laudably tattooed on every Conservative breast.
Why, then, do Conservatives so neglect our fishermen ?
The more rabid kind of Nationalist would answer,
' Because the fishing industry is mainly a Scottish
industry, and the Westminster Parliament, being
predominantly an English institution, is ignorant of
its circumstances and careless of its fate/ But I,
broader-minded and more charitable, cannot ac-
quiesce in such a view. The only reasonable
explanation that I can find is Quos Deus vult perdere
prins dementat.
The amiable sceptic might well reply to this accusa-
tion of neglect that even a Scottish Parliament might
refuse to treat the fishermen as handsomely as I, for
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